
 

KPJS Newsletter - 04/09/20 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I am going to resume my weekly newsletter but I just wanted to share a few thoughts with you 
and a couple of important messages for Year 3 and Year 6 pupils. 
 
Firstly, thank you for your support over the last few months, especially since the school has 
reopened. I know that some of you are finding the staggered starts rather difficult and this is 
something that we are currently looking at. Things will change as the term moves on but you 
must remember that this is new for us as well as it is for you. Our main rationale is to keep the 
children away from other year groups and maintain the bubbles. This means that if we do ever 
have an outbreak of the virus in one year group we will not have to shut the whole school but 
just that year group. Again, this is why we are not allowing the children to bring things into 
school and then take them home again such as rucksacks. In one way, it is to protect the 
children and the staff but also to protect you - so that the children do not pick up something at 
school and carry it back to your home as I know that quite a few families have vulnerable adults 
living within their household. 
 
A few parents have been asking about breakfast club and after school club. These are not 
running at the moment simply because it would mean mixing the children from different year 
groups and therefore breaking the bubble. We are currently reviewing this and there is a 
potential that the Breakfast Club may reopen after half term but it would be after full risk 
assessments and working out the best way to keep the children away from each other.  Parents 
were informed before the school broke up that after-school club will be finishing in July. This is 
purely on the basis that the club was running at a substantial loss and neither school could 
afford to subsidize it from their school budgets. I am currently discussing the potential of an 
outside provider running the club for the school. This is at an early stage at the moment and I 
can't be promised, but I'm due to have a few meetings later on next week. I do realise it is very 
difficult for working parents. 
 
We are continuing to review all of our options and things will change as the term moves on. 
Please bear with us because this is all very new to us as well and we want to try and give your 
children the best possible education, make sure they are happy and most importantly that they 
are safe as can be in school for both themselves, the staff and the wider community. I will write 
to you next week with further news. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
Just to finish, your children seem to be even more lovely than before so whatever you have 
done with them during lockdown you have done an excellent job  - well done and a head 
teacher’s award to all of you. 
 
 
Year 3 Parents/Carers 
 
A huge welcome to our new cohort of Year 3 pupils. I hope that you and your child will be very 
happy in the Junior School. 
 
From Monday 7th Sept, we will ask year 3 parents to drop pupils at the gate as year 4, 5 
and 6 currently do. Again, this is more to do do with minimising the number of people the 
children and staff come into contact with. We know parents will have questions and any 
member of staff in the playground can help you, it may not be necessary to see the class 
teacher. You can also phone the school on 0208 204 6294 or email us at 
office@kpjs.harrow.sch.uk Year 3 teachers will of course be available to chat to in the 
playground at the end of each day. 
 
When you come to pick up your child at the end of the day please wear a mask where 
possible, and that you socially distance yourself from other parents in the playground. This 
is for all of our safety. 
 
 
Lunch - All Pupils 
 
As you may be aware, children in the infants school are covered by the universal credit scheme 
which subsidises the cost of their lunch. Now that they are in the Junior School their lunches 
must be paid for via the Parentmail app (account section). The current price per lunch is £2.40 
per meal. The children can opt in and out of having a school lunch as they wish, e.g. they can 
have packed lunch one day and a hot school meal the next day. You would have been sent an 
invite for our ParentMail and all lunch is a paid for using this system. You must have a credit on 
your account as we will not be giving the children meals who do not have money on their 
accounts. If there is no money and the child has ordered a school meal you must bring in a 
lunch or top up the credit before lunchtime starts. Please check your account weekly to make  
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sure that there is enough money for the number of meals that you wish them to have for the 
following week. 
 
 
Year 6 Parents/Carers 
 
Welcome back for your child's final year at the school. It was lovely to see them all again on 
Thursday morning looking bright, happy and ready for school. The government has said that the 
SATs exams are still scheduled to take place in May. Further details will follow in due course. 
  
The main reason for writing to you today is that the high school application process has begun. 
You will need to go to your council's webpage, e.g. Harrow’s website www.harrow.gov.uk if you 
are a Harrow resident, Brent’s website if you are a Brent resident etc. Once you are on the 
council's website you need to look for ‘Apply for a secondary school place'. You will need to 
either register an account or use the same account that you use when your child first started 
here. The council handles all of the high school application process and the closing date for 
applications is the 31st October 2020. If your application arrives after this time it will be deemed 
late and your application will move to the bottom of the pile whilst all the other children in 
Harrow whose applications were on time are sorted out first. This did happen last year and a 
child missed their high school place because their application was late. 
 
This is what I would suggest you do in the next couple of weeks. Normally at this time the high 
schools would be having open evenings for you to look around. Because of the virus this is 
unlikely to happen and most of the schools will be running some form of virtual event. It is really 
important that you go to any school that you are interested in and find out when their virtual 
events are happening. I do not have her list at present of the dates and times..I would also 
make sure that your account is set up and that you can access it. If you are having problems 
with this please call the school admissions team at the council on 0208 863 5611.  
 
The application form has six choices which you list in order of preference, e.g If you wish your 
child to go to Park High as your first choice there should be number one on your application 
form, if Canons is your second choice that should be number 2 and so on. You are not 
guaranteed to get your first, second or even third choices but Harrow have a legal duty to offer 
your child a school place. If you are applying for grammar schools it is probably best that you 
call me on the telephone so that I can take you through the process. The Secondary School  
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application form can be used for all schools in London. This means that if you wish your child to 
go to a Brent secondary school, e.g.  Kingsbury High, you need to place that on your Harrow 
application form. You can mix and match different boroughs on the same form, e.g . you can 
have school's from Harrow, Brent, Barnet, Hillingdon all on the same form.  
 
If  you would like to discuss your options with me please feel free to give me a call at school and 
we can either arrange a suitable time for both of us and/or a ’zoom’   meeting.  Later on towards 
the deadline I may well hold a virtual meeting to specifically answer any queries or questions 
that you may have. 
 
 
Mr M. Baumring 

 

 


